
Introduced by Council President Clark and Council Member Webb:
ORDINANCE 2009-817
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S CONVENTION DEVELOPMENT TAXES IMPOSED PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 764, (CONVENTION DEVELOPMENT TAXES) ORDINANCE CODE; AMENDING CHAPTER 111 (SPECIAL REVENUE AND TRUST ACCOUNTS), TO CREATE A NEW SECTION 111.136 (SPORTS COMPLEX CAPITAL MAINTENANCE ENTERPRISE FUND) ORDINANCE CODE, TO DEPOSIT THE TWO PERCENT TRANSIENT RENTALS TAX FROM THE CONVENTION DEVELOPMENT TAXES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 764 INTO THE SPORTS COMPLEX CAPITAL MAINTENANCE ENTERPRISE FUND, TO BE USED EXCLUSIVELY TO CONSTRUCT, EXTEND, ENLARGE, REMODEL, REPAIR, IMPROVE, OR MAINTAIN THE SPORTS COMPLEX; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Chapter 212 (Convention Development Taxes), Florida Statutes, authorizes counties to impose limited taxes on “transient rentals” (hotel bed taxes); and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has established Chapter 764 (Convention Development Tax) Ordinance Code, imposing a two percent (2%) tax as authorized by state law; and

WHEREAS, section 212.0305(4)(a)3.d., Florida Statutes authorizes counties to use convention development tax funds to “acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, or maintain one or more convention centers, stadiums, exhibition halls, arenas, coliseums, or auditoriums”; and

WHEREAS, section 764.104(a)(3), Ordinance Code, authorizes the City of Jacksonville to use convention development tax funds to “acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, or maintain one or more convention centers, stadiums, exhibition halls, arenas, coliseums, or auditoriums”; and


WHEREAS, section 111.135 (Individual Venue-Related Enterprise Fund), Ordinance Code, presently provides for improved accountability for facility (venue) performance; and separate enterprise funds are established for the arena, baseball stadium, convention center, football stadium, performing arts center and equestrian center; and


WHEREAS, the Council finds that the Jacksonville Municipal Stadium, the Jacksonville Veterans Arena, and the Jacksonville Baseball Grounds (collectively, the “Sports Complex”) contribute significantly to convention development, economic development and the City’s quality of life; that costs of maintaining the Sports Complex have continued to rise; that it is in the public interest to provide a dedicated funding source for the maintenance and improvement of the Sports Complex; and that the convention development taxes that are not otherwise obligated should be utilized for said purposes; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.
  New Section 111.136 (Sports Complex Capital Maintenance Enterprise Fund), Ordinance Code, created. 

A new section 111.136 (Sports Complex Capital Maintenance Enterprise Fund), is hereby created to read as follows:
CHAPTER 111.  SPECIAL REVENUE AND TRUST ACCOUNTS.

*  *  *
Sec. 111.136.  Sports Complex Capital Maintenance Enterprise Fund.

(a)   The City hereby establishes a sports venue-related enterprise fund, known as the Sports Complex Capital Maintenance Enterprise Fund, which will provide for improved accountability for performance of maintenance and upkeep for the Jacksonville Arena, the Jacksonville Municipal Stadium, and the Jacksonville Baseball Stadium; and which will have as a primary source of revenue, the taxes on “transient rentals” authorized by section 212.0305 Florida Statutes and section 764.104(a)(3) Ordinance Code.

(b)   The use of such enterprise fund revenues shall be to construct extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, or maintain the Jacksonville Municipal Stadium, the Jacksonville Veterans Arena, and the Jacksonville Baseball Grounds (collectively, the “Sports Complex”) or, as may be determined from time to time by the Council consistent with state law.
(c)   The City has completed the payment of capital debt related to prior encumbrances upon the taxes imposed on transient rentals, and is dedicating this funding source as set forth in subsection (e) below, to the need to maintain its Sports Complex to avoid significant capital expenses which would be incurred should adequate maintenance not be timely funded. Additionally, since the revenue pledge to repay the facility related borrowing has been timely paid, these funds are available.
(d)   Subject to appropriation by the Council, the Director of Finance, with the concurrence of the Executive Director of the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission, is authorized and directed to make disbursements from the Fund for capital maintenance of the Sports Complex.
(e)
Effective October 1, 2010, the two percent convention development tax funds imposed and collected in accordance with Chapter 764, Ordinance Code, shall be deposited into the Sports Complex Capital Maintenance Enterprise Fund, to be used exclusively to construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, or maintain said Sports Complex.                     
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature; the allocation of the revenues set forth in Section 1 shall become effective as of October 1, 2010.  
Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Cindy A. Laquidara
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